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Celebrating the 95th Saudi
National Day

King Saud University’s
Journey of Transformation

On the 95th Saudi National Day, the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia proudly reflects
on nearly a century of unity, resilience, and
extraordinary progress. It 1s a moment to
celebrate a nation guided by the Custodian
of the Two Holy Mosques, King Salman bin
Abdulaziz, and His Royal Highness Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman, whose vision
has placed knowledge, innovation, and
education at the very heart of the Kingdom’
.transformation

For King Saud University (KSU),
this year” s celebration holds a special
significance. In 2022, a historic Royal Decree
ushered the University into a new era,
transitioning it from a traditional government
body into an independent, non-profit
academic institution under the umbrella
of the Royal Commission for Riyadh City
(RCRC). With this transformation came
full financial, administrative, and academic
independence equipping KSU with the ability
to act with agility, strengthen its governance,
and redefine its role as a driver of national
.progress

Yet the transformation is not only about
the University itself, it is about its place within
the broader ambitions of Vision 2030 and the
Riyadh Strategy. These national frameworks
aim to double the capital” s GDP, expand
its population, enhance livability, and
position Riyadh among the world” s most
dynamic cities. Within this vision, KSU is not
a passive participant but an essential arm of
national development shaping the future of
education, innovation, and talent to serve the
ngdom s needs

KSU’ s ambitious strategy for the future
is designed to deliver tangible impact. It is
harnessing the power of artificial intelligence
across disciplines, ensuring that Saudi
Arabia becomes a leader in the technologies
of tomorrow. It is empowering top talents,
equipping the brightest minds to compete
globally while cultivating a new generatlon
of leaders who will guide the Kingdom’
growth. The University is also building an
entrepreneurial ecosystem, turning research
into businesses and ideas into industries that
strengthen the national economy. At the same
time, KSU is enriching quality of life, creatmg
a campus that contributes to Rlyadh
cultural vitality, sports, and community hfe
reinforcing the city” s identity as a global
.destination

As Chief Transformation Officer, I see
clearlyhowKSU” sevolution embodies both
our national pride and our future aspirations.
The University” s independence has enabled
it to become more than a center of learning, it
is now a strategic partner in shaping Riyadh,
advancing the economy, and fulfilling the
aspirations of Vision 2030. Its role is not
limited to classrooms and laboratories
it extends to building the Kingdom’ s
knowledge economy, nurturing human
capital, and positioning Saudi Arabia as a
.global leader in education and innovation
On this 95th National Day, we celebrate
the proud history of our nation while looking
with confidence toward the future. King
Saud University reaffirms its unwavering
commitment to remain a national asset and
a trusted arm of development an institution
that bridges tradition with ambition and plays
a vital role in realizing the Kingdom’ s vision
for generations to come

Happy 95th National Day to the Kingdom
.of Saudi Arabia

Chief Transformation OFfficer
Andrea Longhi
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Ms. Aljawhara Alharbi
Samar Alamr« Abeer Alwardi

Under the Patronage of the Deputy Governor of Riyadh Province,
King Saud University Organizes the 11th International Symposium
on the Hlstory of the Arablan Penmsula

Under the patronage of His Royal
Highness Prince Mohammed bin Abdulrahman
bin Abdulaziz, Deputy Governor of Riyadh
Province, the 11th International Symposium
on the History of the Arabian Peninsula was
launched. The event is organized by the King
Salman Center for Studies on the History and
Civilization of the Arabian Peninsula at King
Saud University and is held at Sheikh Hamad
Al-Jasser Hall.

Upon his arrival at the venue, His Highness
was received by the Acting President of King
Saud University, Dr. Ali bin Hamad Al-Masmali,
along with a number of vice presidents and
university officials.

The ceremony commenced with a recitation
of verses from the Holy Quran, followed by a
speech by His Highness Prince Dr. Nayef bin
Thunayan bin Mohammed, General Supervisor
of the Center, in which he expressed his
gratitude and appreciation to His Highness
the Deputy Governor for his patronage of the
symposium. He stressed that this edition,

which traces its roots back more than 50 years,
focuses on studying the political and cultural
history of the Arabian Peninsula in the 13th
Hijri century / 19th Gregorian century, and on
highlighting an important era in the history of
the First and Second Saudi States.

His Highness further noted that the
symposium has received the attention and support
of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, King
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud, who has shown
great interest in history and its academic study.
He pointed out that the Center had received 151
research submissions from around the world,
46 of which passed the strict scientific review
standards, reflecting the symposium's high
academic standing and reputation.

Afterwards, Prof. Mohammed
Abdulrahman Ammar, Professor of Modern
and Contemporary History at the University
of Nouakchott, Mauritania, delivered a speech
on behalf of the participants, expressing
his gratitude to His Highness the Deputy
Governor for his patronage. He emphasized

that the symposium represents a prominent
academic forum enriching the field of historical
and archaeological studies of the Arabian
Peninsula.

The attendees then watched a
documentary film on the history of the
symposium. Subsequently, His Highness
the Deputy Governor honored the chairmen
of the Board of Directors of the King Salman
Center and received a dedication from King
Saud University, represented by the Center,
which included the tenth scientific record of the
10th International Symposium and its latest
publications.

It is noted that the current edition of the
symposium addresses several key themes,
including historical sources of the Arabian
Peninsula in the 13th Hijri century, local and
foreign documents, manuscripts and books,
as well as political, military, economic, and
social conditions, in addition to environmental
and archaeological aspects of the Arabian
Peninsula.

King Saud University’s New Scientific Achievement Reinforces
Kingdom’s Leadership in Innovation, Technology

The Center of Smart Robotics
Research in College of Computer
and Information Science in King Saud
University has obtained a patent for
a robotic system for firefighting and
lives and property protection by the US
Patent Office. The developed system
is capable of detecting a fire in its early
stages using smart sensors which then
send full information to a mobile robot
equipped with a fire extinguisher. These
technologies help to extinguish flames
quickly and effectively. The robot can
also work with conventional fire alarm
systems using a smart accessory
installed on the system. It features full
operational autonomy, reducing possible
risks to firefighters. The range of usage
of the system extends to cover industrial
facilities, commercial buildings, hospitals,
data centers, and laboratories. The robotic
system represents an advanced solution
that enhances safety and ensures rapid
response to emergencies, especially for
locations that are hard to reach.

In this regard, the dean of the College
of Computer and Information Science,
Dr. Abdulmajeed bin Ibrahim Alameer, at
the university, confirmed that the college,
through the Center of Smart Robotics

Research, works to support scientific
research and innovation in the fields of
robotics and smart systems, contributing
to transforming ideas into technological
products that have a direct impact on

society.
He added that the center is a research
platform that promotes innovation

in fields of smart robotics, as well as
empowering national competencies to
contribute effectively to the development
of advanced technologies. He indicated
that such achievements align with the
goals of the Kingdom's Vision (2030) and
the National Transformation Program and
also contribute to making the kingdom
a regional and international center
for innovation in robotics and artificial
intelligence technologies.

In addition, the Director of the Center
of Smart Robotics Research, in the
College of Computer and Information
Science, Dr. Mansour bin Mohammed
Alsulaiman explained that obtaining the
patent started with a graduation project
for three students from the Department
of Computer Engineering, during which
the idea of the patent has been first
materialized into a prototype which then
received improvements until the process

led to the final product. He emphasized
that the robot received many praises
during its presence at the Artificial
Intelligence Summit and also at the 4th
International Fire Operations Conference
& Exhibition. He mentioned that the patent
is the fourth one obtained by the Center,
as it is preceded by two patents for "Date
Palm Harvesting Robot" and one patent
for "Plant Disease Detection Robot".
Furthermore, the Center's Vice
Director, Dr. Aasem Naser Alyahya,
explained that the Center is a pioneer in
robotics and artificial intelligence research,
and seeks to develop innovative solutions
that serve various sectors. He noted that
the Center is committed to serving society
through practical applications, spreading
awareness, and supporting innovation.

This scientific achievement reflects
King Saud University's commitment to
developing technological solutions that
serve society and align with the Kingdom's
Vision (2030) to promote local innovation.
It also confirms that Saudi universities
have become globally competitive centers
of knowledge and technology production,
in addition to their advanced educational
outputs.
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