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Aljawhara Alharbi

Aroob Alsaeed, Samar Alamri

University Acting President Commends the Distinguished
Efforts of the Common First Year Deanship

His Excellency the Acting President of
King Saud University, Prof. Ali bin Mohammed
Masmali, commended the significant and
distinguished contributions of the Common
First Year Deanship. His commendation
came during an official visit to the Deanship,
accompanied by the University's Vice President
for Educational and Academic Affairs, Dr.
Nasser Al-Daghri.

Following that, His Excellency began his
tour by reviewing the strategic plan of the
Common First Year Deanship and its academic
divisions. He then toured the Deanship's
facilities, visiting the Computer-Based Testing
Center, which comprises more than 100
laboratories with an operational capacity
exceeding 1,400 students per session. The
center supports the majority of the Deanship's
courses and also provides investment services
in this field. His Excellency further visited the

Standardized English Testing Center (IELTS
and PTE), and inspected the food services
offered to male and female students of the
Common First Year.

He later visited the Learning Resources
Center within the Department of Basic
Sciences, where he was briefed on the
educational services it provides for calculus and
statistics courses across the various tracks. He
then moved on to the English Language Skills
Development Center, reviewing the services
it offers to enhance students' language
proficiency. His Excellency also received a
concise explanation of the exemption policies
for English courses granted to students who
demonstrate higher readiness according to
specific criteria.

The visit also included a stop at the Artificial
Intelligence Laboratory, the first of its kind at
the University and established in partnership

. TR
1

an
s

with the private sector. The laboratory offers
distinguished training opportunities for the
students, enabling them to apply the concepts
and skills introduced in the computer science
and artificial intelligence courses that the
University recently mandated for all its students
at the beginning of the current academic
year. His Excellency also received a detailed
explanation from the students of the center
regarding this pioneering experience, which
integrates both knowledge and practical skill.
Following that, His Excellency held a
meeting with the Deanship's leadership. During
the meeting, the Dean of the Common First
Year, Dr. Mohammed bin Hindi Al-Ghamdi,
delivered a detailed presentation outlining the
educational, academic, and advisory services
provided by the Deanship to enhance the
readiness of first-year university students.
He also reviewed the Deanship's strategic

directions in alignment with the transformations
targeted by the University under its governing
framework, including the University Board's
initiative on direct admission, which aims to
strengthen the University's competitiveness
and improve its various academic performance
indicators.

At the end of the visit, His Excellency
praised the efforts undertaken by the Deanship
and commended the outstanding performance
of its team. He emphasized that the Common
First Year Deanship serves as the students'
first gateway into university life, playing a
pivotal role in strengthening their academic,
practical, and psychological readiness. This,
he noted, contributes directly to their success
throughout their academic journey by laying
the foundation for achieving the University's
graduate attributes and preparing them for
future entry into the job market.

University Celebrates International Students’ Day

Under the patronage of His Excellency the
Acting President of King Saud University, Prof.
Ali bin Mohammed Masmali, the International
Students' Day was inaugurated by His Excellency
Prof. Nasser bin Mohammed Al-Daghri, Vice
President for Educational and Academic Affairs.
The event took place in the main hall of the
university on Monday, 26 Jumada Al-Awwal 1447
AH, corresponding to 17 November 2025. It was
attended by the Vice Presidents of the university,
several deans and vice deans of colleges and
supporting deanships, as well as university staff
and students.

Students from 41 countries participated in
the event, organized by the Deanship of Student
Affairs in collaboration with the International
Students Department. They showcased their

diverse cultures and national heritage. Dean
of Student Affairs and General Supervisor of
the event, Prof. Ali Aldalbahi, stated that nearly
300 students from various countries took part,
alongside the participation of the "Study in Saudi
Arabia" platform.

He emphasized that the event aims to
strengthen cultural interaction among university
students and provide opportunities to explore
multiple cultures, including Saudi culture. This
contributes to creating a campus environment
that supports diversity, promotes integration,
and fosters a sense of belonging for international
students as part of a multicultural academic
community.

It is worth noting that King Saud University
hosts many international students from more

than 95 countries, across various disciplines and
degree programs. The university places great
importance on providing the necessary support
and facilities to ensure their academic and
cognitive success.

The accompanying exhibition included booths
representing the cultures of the participating
countries, where students displayed their
traditional costumes, traditional dishes, and
heritage items, along with booklets and artwork
reflecting their diverse cultures. They also
presented a variety of artistic performances
showcasing the traditional arts and folklore of their
countries.

The exhibition also featured a special Saudi
booth, highlighting the national identity through
Saudi hospitality and a demonstration of the

Saudi Igal. At the conclusion of the event, the
participating countries were honored in recognition
of their students' efforts in presenting their cultures
and introducing the university community to their
heritage. Similarly, a comparable event was
held for female students in the Female Student
Housing, in the presence of Her Excellency the
Dean of Student Affairs in the Female Section.
Many students from various countries participated
with national fashion shows, traditional dishes, and
heritage items representing their cultures. These
events reflect King Saud University's commitment
to promoting cultural diversity on campus and
providing a supportive social and educational
environment for international students, enriching
their university experience and fostering cultural
exchange among all students.
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