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Prince Abdulaziz bin Ayyaf Award for Humanizing Cities
Announces Winners of Its Third Edition, With Participation
Exceeding 150 Researchers

Under the patronage of His Highness
Prince Dr. Abdulaziz bin Mohammed bin
Ayyaf, Chairman of the Award's Board of
Directors, the Prince Abdulaziz bin Ayyaf
Award for Humanizing Cities at King Saud
University concluded its closing ceremony
and accompanying exhibition on Sunday, 16
Jumada Al-Awwal 1447 AH (7 December
2025). The ceremony brought together Their
Highnesses and Their Excellencies, alongside
academic leaders and prominent experts in
urban planning and architecture, creating a
gathering distinguished by its scientific depth
and professional caliber.

Speaking about the award's vision, Prof.
Abdulaziz bin Jarallah Al-Dghaishm, Vice
Chairman of the Award's Board of Directors
and Dean of the College of Architecture and
Planning, explained that the idea of "humanizing
cities” is a central concept in urban planning. It
places people back at the heart of the planning
process and looks ahead to cities that offer
higher quality of life and greater sustainability.
He noted that the award has developed into
an active national platform that supports the
urban sector through applied research and
innovative ideas that strengthen the human

character of Saudi cities, highlighting its role in
identifying promising researchers and enabling
high-quality projects capable of offering
practical solutions to urban challenges. He
also expressed appreciation for King Saud
University's continued support for this scientific
track, which contributes to improving quality
of life and enhancing urban performance, and
affirmed that the third edition attracted broad
participation from universities across the
Kingdom, reflecting a growing awareness of
human-centered and sustainable urbanism,
while commending the judging committees for
applying precise standards in evaluating the
competing submissions.

The award named the research team
recognized in the first category, which included
Dr. Faisal bin Sultan Al-Asimi, Dr. Sultan bin
Nasser Al-Furaidi, Dr. Mohammed Mahmoud
Fagir Hussein, Dr. Rami Zain Al-Abidin
Youssef Zain Al-Abidin, and Dr. Ahmed Salah
Abdelrabbo Al-Sayyid, for an applied study on
the humanization of urban neighborhoods using
Riyadh's Al-Falah District as a case study. The
postgraduate students' award was presented
to Dr. Abdulrahman bin Ahmed Al-Sail for his
thesis titled Humanizing City Marketing Policies

in a Centralized Governance Environment: The
Case of Saudi Arabia under Vision 2030. The
third category, dedicated to undergraduate
students, was jointly awarded to Dana bint Zaid
Al-Ghannam of King Saud University and Naif
bin Fahd Al-Shammari of Imam Abdulrahman
bin Faisal University for two projects focusing
on the development of mid-sized city centers
and heritage towns. The research grant
category was shared by Eng. Fahd bin Daham
Al-Udaylah for a project examining the role of
transit-oriented development (TOD) stations in
humanizing the city of Riyadh, and by Amani
bint Abdullah Abuzahra for a project centered
on community participation within the broader
framework of humanizing cities and quality of
life, aiming to create a more autism-friendly
city.

The winners of the Urban Studio initiative
were also honored, an initiative that provided
a platform for showcasing standout projects
demonstrating both intellectual maturity and
design excellence. Participants presented
innovative work focused on the design and
improvement of arterial streets, drawing on
contemporary architectural approaches that

consider everyday human needs and address
urban challenges with practical, actionable
solutions. The projects reflected an advanced
level of design awareness and a clear ability
to translate theoretical concepts into realistic
models that enhance quality of life and improve
the urban landscape.

This recognition reflects the outstanding
efforts and creative contributions made by
participants in developing innovative urban
solutions that support the creation of more
human-centered and sustainable cities. The
top three places were awarded to students
from King Saud University, Al Yamamah
University, and Imam Abdulrahman bin Faisal
University, alongside broad participation from
several Saudi universities, including Umm
Al-Qura University, Dar Al Uloom University,
Prince Sultan University, King Abdulaziz
University, Qassim University, and Majmaah
University. The exhibition held alongside the
award ceremony showcased the winning and
participating projects, providing a platform
to highlight pioneering ideas and innovative
models that demonstrate an advanced
understanding of urban development and
quality-of-life issues.

Conclusion of “Masare” Program in Common First Year Deanship: A
Step Towards a Bright Academic Future

Under the patronage of His Excellency
the Acting President of King Saud University,
Prof. Ali bin Mohammed Masmali, and with
the support of His Excellency the Dean
of the Common First Year Deanship, Dr.

Mohammed bin Hinidi Al-Ghamdi, the
Common First Year Deanship concluded the
"Masare" program. The program introduced
the university's colleges under the theme
"Masare for a Better Future."

The program helps Common First Year

students choose their future majors according
to their abilities and potential. It also
introduces King Saud University's colleges
and the career opportunities for each field,
guiding students toward majors that will fulfill
their ambitions and align with labor market
requirements.

The event featured a series of lectures
and meetings with the students, as well as
an exhibition showcasing the university's
colleges. Participating colleges provided a

comprehensive overview of the majors’ study
plans and examples of students' projects.

His Excellency the Dean of the Common
First Year Deanship, Dr. Mohammed bin
Hinidi Al-Ghamdi, affirmed that the exhibition
serves as an important platform for students to
learn more about the colleges, their academic
departments, admission requirements, and
career opportunities.

Furthermore, His Excellency the Vice Dean
for Student Affairs, Dr. Muklid bin Mutairan

Al-Anzi, praised the program. He noted that
it helps students select their majors and
provide an overview of all colleges, including
their study plans, academic systems, and
career opportunities.

The event concluded with the honoring of
the most distinguished departments for their
participation, amid great praise from students
and participants, who expressed their
appreciation to the Deanship for this valuable
contribution to shaping their academic future.
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