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Supervised by: Aljawhara Alharbi

Prince Faisal bin Salman Patronizes First Saudi
Historical Writing Symposium at King Saud University

His Royal Highness Prince Faisal bin Salman
bin Abdulaziz, Advisor to the Custodian of the
Two Holy Mosques and Chairman of the Board
of Directors of the King Abdulaziz Foundation for
Research and Archives (Darah), today patronized
the First Saudi Historical Writing Symposium,
held at King Saud University under the title
"Saudi Historical Writing: Methodology, Trends,
and the Future."The symposium took place at
Sheikh Hamad Al-Jasser Hall and featured an
accompanying exhibition showcasing a collection
of rare manuscripts, books, and historical
documents, with contributions from several
relevant institutions.

Acting President of King Saud University, Dr.
Ali bin Mohammed Musmali, said the symposium
comes at a time of rapid scientific and research
advancement in the Kingdom, alongside the

King Saud University Concludes Healthon 2026, with
Over SAR 1 Million in Prizes and Digital Solutions Shaping
the Fuur o Hlthce

King Saud University today concluded the
second edition of Healthon 2026, the Digital Health
Innovation Hackathon, in the presence of Acting
University President Professor Ali bin Mohammed
Musmali;Her Royal Highness Princess Haifa bint
Faisal bin Abdulaziz, Chairwoman of Zahra Breast
Cancer Association; and Professor Ahmed bin Salah
Hersi, Executive Director General of the University
Medical City. The event also brought together
university and University Medical City officials,
alongside a wide range of students, developers,
researchers, innovators, entrepreneurs, healthcare
practitioners, and leading experts in healthcare,
technology, and innovation.

Held over three days, Healthon 2026 brought
together participants from diverse academic and
professional backgrounds, combining academic
knowledge, healthcare expertise, technical

:dusgeull doy Wil awbslU Jgdl ogadl
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comprehensive development taking place
under the leadership of the Custodian of the
Two Holy Mosques and His Royal Highness the
Crown Prince. He also highlighted the significant
transformations brought about by Saudi Vision
2030 across scientific, intellectual, and cultural
fields.

Dr. Musmali expressed his appreciation to
the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques and the
Crown Prince for their continued commitment to
reinforcing national values and safeguarding the
Kingdom's historical heritage. He also thanked
Prince Faisal bin Salman for his presence and
patronage of the event.

Dr. Fares Al-Musharafi, Head of the
Department of History at King Saud University
and Chair of the Symposium's Preparatory
Committee, said the royal patronage reflects

capabilities, and entrepreneurship to develop
innovative solutions that address real-world
challenges in the healthcare sector and turn
promising ideas into practical, implementable
solutions.

Healthon 2026 offered cash prizes totaling
more than SAR 1 million, including awards for the
top three winners in each track, as well as prizes
for first-place winners in several challenges. The
event also provided opportunities to encourage and
further develop winning projects, with the potential
for leading solutions to be adopted within the King
Saud University Medical City ecosystem through
Healthon's partners. These opportunities aim to
transform innovative ideas into practical projects
with a lasting impact on digital healthcare.

To strengthen participants' ability to develop
their solutions into scalable technology ventures,

the state's enduring commitment to history as a
field of knowledge that preserves the collective
memory of the nation and society. He added
that historical scholarship helps explain the

Kingdom's transformations and strengthens
younger generations' understanding of their
history and heritage.

He emphasized that the symposium aims
to go beyond showcasing the achievements of
Saudi historians by examining historical writing
itself as a subject of scholarly inquiry and critical
analysis. Discussions explore how Saudi historical
scholarship has evolved, how its methodologies
and tools have developed, which subjects have
received the most attention, and the sources on
which historians have relied. The symposium also
examines how historical research is adapting to
the digital age, artificial intelligence, and the

&
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expanding range of knowledge sources.

The event underscores the leadership's
commitment to scientific research and historical
studies, in line with Saudi Vision 2030's objectives
of strengthening national identity and preserving
the Kingdom's heritage and national history.

The symposium features 13 academic
papers addressing a range of topics, including Dr.
Abdullah Al-Saleh Al-Uthaymeen's contributions
to Saudi national historiography; the role of
archaeology in historical writing; historical
scholarship in the digital age; interdisciplinary
approaches linking history with the humanities;
the relationship between oral history and
documentary evidence; the future of historical
studies; and the methodologies of prominent
Saudi historians.

%70.000 @ W[ 8

the Ministry of Communications and Information
Technology, Healthon's strategic partner, is offering
a package of technology incentives worth more
than SAR 6 million through the National Technology
Development Program (NTDP). The Center of
Digital Entrepreneurship (CODE) is also providing
encouraging opportunities valued at SAR 600,000,
alongside more than 15 additional support and
encouraging opportunities offered by partners and
supporting entities.

These initiatives will guide participating teams
through the development process and connect them
with investors, helping strengthen the sustainability
of their ventures and establish a clear path for
growth beyond the hackathon. Participating teams
will also have the opportunity to access investment
opportunities for promising ventures emerging
from Healthon. Offered by Sanabil Venture Studio

1‘&257 »

by Redesign Health, these investments start
at a minimum of SAR 2 million per investment
opportunity, helping accelerate the growth of
innovative solutions and turn them into sustainable
ventures with healthcare and economic impact.

At the closing ceremony, the Acting President
of King Saud University honored the winning teams
across the tracks of the second edition of Healthon
2026.

The event was organized in line with national
priorities to expand the use of advanced technologies
and artificial intelligence. It also reflects the
University Medical City's commitment to advancing
digital health innovation and empowering national
talent to develop innovative technological solutions
that improve the quality of healthcare services, in
alignment with Saudi Arabia's digital transformation
agenda and Vision 2030.
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