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King Saud University Strengthens Its International Research
Partnerships to Support Innovation and Global Competitiveness

Jloc ddijg

e astpdun
o patnesi Progm
-2026

The Deanship of ScientificResearchatKing Saud
University held a workshop entitled “International
Scientific Partnerships" on Thursday, 8 October
2026. The workshop brought together academic
leaders, researchers, and faculty members in the
university's main auditorium. It aimed to strengthen
research cooperation with scientific institutions and
universities around the world, expand partnerships
that support innovation and knowledge production,
and align these efforts with the objectives of Saudi
Vision 2030.

The workshop was opened by Professor
Hisham bin Abdulaziz Al-Hadlaqg, Vice President
for Graduate Studies and Scientific Research. He
emphasized that scientific research is no longer
an individual or local effort; rather, it has become
part of a global system based on cooperation,
the exchange of expertise, and the integration of
research capabilities. He noted that international
partnerships are an important pillar in enhancing
the competitiveness of Saudi universities and
strengthening their presence on the global scientific
stage.

Al-Hadlag explained that universities play a
central role in building human capabilities and
preparing future generations of researchers.
This is achieved by involving undergraduate and
postgraduate students in research projects, giving
them opportunities to engage with advanced

scientific environments, and enabling them to gain
the experience needed to develop their research
skills.

For his part, Professor Saleh bin Hamad Al-
Wasil, Dean of Scientific Research, stressed that the
International Scientific Partnerships Program is part
of the Deanship's efforts to develop the research
ecosystem and provide a stimulating environment
that enables researchers to build effective
relationships with their counterparts at international
research institutions. This contributes to improving
the quality of research outputs and increasing the
university's scientific impact.

He also noted that the Deanship seeks to make
the program a valuable addition to participants'
research careers. The program reflects the efforts
of the teams working on its preparation and
organization, and underscores the importance
of continuing to develop initiatives that support
research excellence.

In turn, Dr. Sulaiman bin Yousef Al-Omar, the
supervisor of the International Scientific Partnerships
Program, explained that the program aims to build
sustainable partnerships with reputable international
scientific institutions and develop high-quality
collaborative research linked to national research
priorities. It also contributes to addressing local
challenges, while creating more opportunities to
publish in reputable scientific journals and advance

local and international research environments.

He added that the program supports the
exchange of knowledge and expertise through visits
and joint academic activities, as well as the transfer
and application of modern technologies and the
development of faculty members' teaching and
research capabilities. It also provides opportunities
to participate in international projects and joint
supervision, and offers advanced training for
postgraduate students. This helps strengthen
national capabilities and transform research findings
into innovative applications that support sustainable
development.

The workshop also had the participation of the
university's senior financial officials, including Mr.
Fayez Al-Ahmari, who discussed the importance
of facilitating and accelerating procedures,
improving the efficiency of institutional operations,
strengthening supplier management, and attracting
specialized expertise. This provides researchers
with the necessary support and improves
institutional performance.

Regarding research experiences, Dr. Salem Al-
Rajhi, who joined the research partnership program
with Nanyang Technological University in Singapore,
noted that faculty members at King Saud University
receive academic training and scientific expertise
that enable them to build research relationships
with leading global institutions. He stressed that

the International Scientific Partnerships Program
offers an opportunity to create knowledge networks,
achieve mutual benefit, and strengthen the
university's international presence and reputation.

For her part, Dr. Rasha Al-Anzi from the College
of Science explained that the program enables Saudi
researchers to collaborate with their counterparts
at international research institutions, exchange
expertise, and benefit from modern technologies.
This contributes to developing national capabilities
and improving the quality of research and its outputs.

She also pointed out that her research
collaboration with University College of London
(UCL) focuses on therapeutic aptamers associated
with coiled-coil proteins, which regulate cell-
membrane functions. She described this field
as opening up promising research papers and
therapeutic opportunities, which enhance the
contribution of Saudi researchers to the international
scientific community.

The workshop builds on King Saud University's
efforts to expand its network of international research
partnerships and strengthen integration between
local and international expertise. This supports
knowledge production and the development of
innovative solutions, enhances the university's
competitiveness, and contributes to achieving the
Kingdom's objectives in research, development,
and innovation.

Under the Theme “Health Without Borders”

“Tazeez” Brings Experts Together and Charts New Paths
for Prevention and Quality of Life

Over three days, the Saudi Health Promotion and
Education Association at King Saud University, known as
Tazeez, brought together a distinguished group of experts
and specialists from within and outside Saudi Arabia
for its second annual conference, held under the theme
"Health Without Borders." The conference addressed
issues related to prevention, population health, and
health policies, providing a platform for sharing expertise,
experiences, and building partnerships. It concluded with
22 recommendations aimed at strengthening prevention,
improving community health, and enhancing quality of life.

The conference was held from October 4 to 6, 2026,
under the patronage of Acting University President Professor
Ali Musmali, at Dr. Sulaiman Al Habib Medical Group in
Riyadh. It brought together 40 speakers and experts from
Saudi Arabia and abroad and welcomed approximately
2,000 healthcare professionals and individuals interested in
the health sector.

The conference built on the Association's role in
strengthening the university's academic and community
engagement in health promotion and health education.
It did so by bringing together experts, practitioners, and
relevant organizations to discuss challenges, opportunities,
and exchange experiences and practices that contribute to
improving individual and community health.

250 Activities

During the opening ceremony, Professor Khalid
Almutairi, Chairman of the Association's Board of Directors,
emphasized the importance of promoting human health
and fostering a culture of prevention. He highlighted the
Association's achievements, that included more than 250
activities and participations, as well as over 11 memoranda

of understanding and agreements. These efforts help
strengthen partnerships and translate them into programs
and initiatives with a meaningful impact on the community.

Almutairi also highlighted a cooperation agreement
between the Emirate of Makkah Region, the Ministry of
Hajj and Umrah, and King Saud University. The agreement
aims to draw on the university's expertise and specialized
academic staffin research, training, cultural, and community-
related fields, contributing to serving pilgrims and preparing
personnel working in Hajj and Umrah services.

A Global Day

Almutairi also announced the designation of
September 9 each year as a global day for health
promotion. The initiative aims to raise health awareness,
correct misconceptions, reduce unhealthy behaviors, and
encourage positive health practices.

During the opening ceremony, Her Highness Princess
Madawi bint Mohammed bin Abdullah bin Abdulrahman Al

Saud, Chairwoman of the Board of Directors of the Saudi
Alzheimer's Disease Association, was announced as the
recipient of this year's Tazeez Honorary Award. The award
recognized her contributions to promoting community
health. The ceremony also honored several partners whose
efforts have contributed to the success of health promotion
initiatives.

The conference program featured scientific sessions,
panel discussions, and specialized workshops covering
public health, prevention, population health, and health
policies. Other topics included mental health, behavioral
sciences, nutrition, physical activity, antibiotic resistance,
and the role of technology and artificial intelligence in health
promotion and health communication.

The Future of Prevention

The sessions explored several issues about the
future of prevention. These included shifting from treating
diseases after they occur to taking a proactive approach

to population health management, strengthening
integration across healthcare system, and highlighting the
role of epidemiological surveillance and early detection.
Discussions also focused on shifting health knowledge into
behavior and practice, using data, behavioral sciences, and
modern technologies to design more effective outcomes.

20 Health Organizations

The conference also featured an accompanying
exhibition involving 20 government and scientific health
organizations, as well as charitable health associations.
Participants showcased their services, programs, and
initiatives in healthcare, prevention, and awareness. The
exhibition also presented scientific and research posters,
allowing professionals and interested visitors to explore
diverse experiences, exchange knowledge and expertise,
and identify opportunities for collaboration.

22 Recommendations

The conference concluded with the issuance of 22
recommendations. These included shifting from responding
to disease to proactively managing population health,
establishing an integrated system for health promotion and
health education, expanding cross-sector partnerships,
developing national talent, and strengthening mental health
and preventive care throughout all stages of life.

The recommendations also called for using data,
analytics, and artificial intelligence to identify health needs
and risks, guide interventions, and support decision-making.
They further emphasized advancing digital transformation in
health promotion and health education, as well as moving
beyond measuring the volume of activities and programs
to assessing their actual impact on knowledge, behavior,
health outcomes, beneficiary experience, and quality of life.
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